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Malvern Federal is perhaps West Whiteland's most visible historic structur
Located on a slight rise just north of the important.(both historically
and currently) intersection of Pottstown Pike (Route 100) and Lancaster
Turnpike (Route 30), it is particularly eye-catching on the descent from
the South Valley Hills into the Great Valley. In scale, materials, qual-
ity of construction, and style, Malvern Federal is easily distinguished
from a host of surrounding, recently-constructed, and architecturally
incompatible structures. Its presence serves as a key reminder of the
early history and architecture of the area.

Malvern Federal evolved, like so many of the region's other houses, from

a small three-bay, two-and-one-half story house (c.1810) into an imposing
six-bay structure with various utility additions. The layout of the base-

ment, its fireplace foundations, and the presence of an interior stone
{continua on back if necessary)

27. history, significance and/ar background

Commerce

in addition to its use as a farmhouse, has served since 1829 as a professq
ional office for physicians, and sand mine and currently, a bank. The

Malvern Federal stone house was built circa 1810 by Isaac Jacobs on land
{continue on back if necessary)

Because of its prominent and convenient location near the major intersectlon
of Pottstown Pike and the Lancaster Turnpike, the Malvern Federal building,
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.An office wing was added off the north end of the major wing circa 1830. Accesd

_selling it to Dr. Andrew Wills in 1829. It is likely that Dr. Wills, a general

'physician.w' David D. King, M.D., who previously had offices at the Ship Inn,

practiced here for six years’ untll 1848.
The property was very. successfg&iy farmed by the Pechin family, French Huguenot

an historic structure.
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#26 cont. : . :

wall are evidence of its original conflguratlon. "The core contained a cooking
and corner fireplace in its two first floor rooms. Despite the building's"

adaptation in 1964 for use as a bank, the fireplaces were retained (the cooking
fireplace still shows its crane), although the interior partitions between the
rooms were remocved out of necessity. A three-bay major wing with quarter
round garret windows was ‘added to the core and provided another, more formal,
fireplace and additienal .bedrooms. The trim on the first floor is symmetricall
molded and shows the rosette corner blocks used commonly throughout the area
in the 19th century. The original second floor and attic room Yayout has been
retained "and the waodwork here is noticeably more plain.

to this area is through a door on the gable end which opefts into a hall from
which a stairway leads to the cellar and second floor. This addition, which
originally was two stories (as is evident from old photographs), was lowered
by one story in 1964. A double-story "Southern Colonial" front porch was added
at this time, replacing a traditional shed-roofed porch. The existing roof,
which is tin, and the elllptically arched and pillastered dormers date from
the 19th century.

#27 cont. : :

inherited by his wife Hannah from her father, William Trimble, owner of the
Trimble Grist and Saw Mill. Following the death of Isaac Jacobs in 1816, the
house, barn and 100 apple trees on 23 acres were sold at public sale to George
Massey who owned the adjoining tannery and Sleepy Hollow Hall. The excellent
fertile valley land and the proximity of major east-west and north-south roads
contributed to making this small farm very productive. . Massey rented out

the property to tenant farmers to supplement his income for 13 years before

practitioner, soon added the office wing to his residence. Malvern Federal
had clear. appeal toc the developing middle class in West: Whiteland as noted

in a prlxate sale .ad in 1844 which described it with an“""office attached" and
"Lagge gardem and yard tastefully laid out and ornamented" and "located in an
intéii;gent ‘medfrghborhood, well calculated for a private residence or for a

for“over 40 yvears before it wasTpurchased by the Whiteland Silica Company in
1905. This company was originally the James D. Peck Fire Sand Company which
was chartered to "dig, quarry and mine sand, sand stone, clay and manufacture
fire sand, brieck, fire brick...'" The company began to prosper in 1880 after
Mr. Peck convinced the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Co. to build a siding
from the Chester Valley Railroad to load sand which was much opposed by the
neighbors. By 1899, 50 tons of white and yellow West Whiteland sand was ship-
ped to Europe with averages of 20 tons per day shipped to 9 states and Canada.
The sand is described as "of the finest in the state . and produces a superior
article for use in the manufacture of steel”.

New York .capitalists purchased the Company in 1900 and f£inally purchased Malveq
Federal as its heéadquarters in 1905. The company was operating at fullest cap-
acity and was engaged in "perfecting a secret process for smelting" under the
direction of Vivian Bond, its president. No further record has been found of
this work but we may assume the experiments were unsuccessful since Whiteland
Silica Company sold all of its remaining property at public sale in 1919. .

In 1964 ‘the building once again became a business office, this time for Mal=
vern Federal Savings and Loan. The house was restored with minor changes
(see#26). This company has provided West Whiteland Township with an excellent,
very visible example of commercial adaptive use of
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West Whiteland Township, Chester County, Pemnsylvania
Multiple Resource Nomination

Survey Code 029-09-41-302 Page 3
Malvern Federal Building Map #11

Summary Statement of Significance:

The Malvern Federal Building is eligible for listing under
criterion C as an example of the maturing Federal style as it de-
veloped in the Great Valley. Originally built as a 3-bay, double
pile structure, it was expanded to 6 bays when it was converted
to commercial use. -

Additional Photographs:

PG: Diane Snyder

PV: Southwest View

PD: April 1983

Location: WWHC, 09-90,#19
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P i e sear o thousind wine hundred and 8 ixty=four (196
g} Betirern, —{HARLES B. ENGELKF and ASTRID D. ENGELKE, his wife :
? S thercinafies ealled the “Grantorg ™), :
’ f{ b e partand  MALVERN. FEDFRAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCTATION - s .}
f

Iter ealted the “Grantee il 3

! A Corporgti wirte 3 < » » 1833 n-
b fﬁgfﬁa"of'il&hf’-f‘oﬁii&%«é“Eé’ﬁn”}ié’fei‘“i9‘35’?,%fn8°2ﬁ'§§a§eﬁ¥"€f{§§§§%“£° 13, 1933, and en

(} of the other jrart,

i
’E 1““2';1‘55?“] That in consideration of Fifty-Nine Thousand (553,000_9{]} Dollsrs

Doilars!
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i Wb} paid, the reeeipt whereol is herehy acknos leslued, the said Grantors *do hereby grant and convey ‘unto the said
! (h.mfr«-, its successors AN assiops, in fee.
1 ‘.

=ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of land with the buildings and im- 1
provements thereon erected, hercoditaments and appurtenances, Situate in '
the Township of West Whiteland, County of Chester and State of Pennsylvania,
bounded and described as follows, to wit:

~BEGINNING_at & point on the Northeasterly side of Route #100 which
point {5 at the distance of five hundred twenty-five feet measyured North
» twenty-seven degrees forty minutes thirty seconds West from a point formed
ﬂ by the intersection of the Northeasterly s{de of Route #100 with the Rortherly
B side of Lincoln Highway; thence extending from said beginning point along
gl the Northeasterly side-of Route #100 North twenty-seven degrees forty minutes
’ thirty secconds West two hundred twenty-seven and forty-eight one-hundredths
i feet to a point a corner of other lands of the granEors; thence extending
along the same the two following ccurses and distances: (1) North sixty-two |
1 degrees nineteen miputes thirty seconds East two hundred one and forty-nine
i ord -hundredths feet to a point; and (2) South twenty-seven degrees forty-
O inutes ten seconds East one hundred sixty-seven and fifty~three one-
; hundredths feet to a point im line of land now or late of Ilario Polite; thende
: extending along the same the twe following courses and distances: (1) South
sixty degrees twenty-two minutes West forty-eight and three one-hundredths
feet to a point; and (2) South twerity-seven degrees forty-one minutes ten
seconds East fifty-eight and thirty-six ene~hundredths feet to a point;
thence extending South sixty-two degrees nineteen minutes thirty seconds
West one hundred fifry-three and fifty-four one-hundredths feet to the first
mentivned point and place of beginning, .

: -4

i

higﬂﬂﬁlﬁ;ﬂgﬁﬁglpop square' feet of land, be the same more or less,

»BEING part of the same ‘premiges which Benita A, Odhner, widow, by

Indenture bearing date the Gth day of August, A, D., 1962, and duly recorded
at West Chester, in the Offjice for the Recording of Deeds, in and for the
County of Chester, in Deed Book L-34 page 443 &C, . pF d and conveyed

unto Charles B, Engelke dn&ﬁlstrid 0

LErm axan]
| essszaﬁ Pz
H et
SraL §aTa3E TRANSHA Taa DA BT © ; ‘E*é}w Y
Poas e ;,!_,.ﬂé':tﬁ e : ;!‘* /2" Ay
: /2 s F e Ay
fdr:,»;,;_ B. (i’\”{ﬁ j }.- :'"
Col '

oy




